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TITLE X – PROGRAMS OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

Section 1001.  Fund for the Improvement of Education.
Section 1001 of the bill would amend Part A of Title X of
the ESEA, which authorizes funds to support nationally
significant programs and projects to improve the quality of
elementary and secondary education, to assist students to
meet challenging State content standards and challenging
State performance standards, and to contribute to the
achievement of America’s Education Goals.

Section 1001(1)(A) of the bill would amend section
10101(a) of the ESEA to emphasize that the Fund for the
Improvement of Education (FIE) is a program focused on
improving elementary and secondary education.

Section 1001(1)(B) of the bill would amend section
10101(b) of the ESEA to strengthen the program by focusing
the authorized use of funds more narrowly.  Authorized
activities would include: (1) development, evaluation, and
other activities designed to improve the quality of
elementary and secondary education; (2) the development,
implementation, and evaluation of programs designed to
foster student community service, encourage responsible
citizenship; and improve academic learning; (3) the
identification and recognition of exemplary schools and
programs, such as Blue Ribbon Schools; (4) activities to
study and implement strategies for creating smaller
learning communities; (5) programs under section 10102 and
section 10103; (6) activities to promote family involvement
in education; and (7) other programs that meet the purposes
of this section.

Section 1001(1)(C) of the bill would amend section
10101(c) of the ESEA to require an applicant for an award
to establish clear goals and objectives for its project and
describe the activities it will carry out in order to meet
these goals and objectives.  It would also require
recipients of funds to report to the Secretary such
information as may be required, including evidence of its
progress towards meeting the goals and objectives of its
project, in order to determine the project’s effectiveness.
This change would emphasize the Department’s desire to
ensure that the effectiveness of all funded projects can be
fully assessed.  This language is also aligned with the
performance indicators in the FIE plan under GPRA.
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This section of the bill would also allow the
Secretary to require recipients of awards under this part
to provide matching funds from sources other than Federal
funds, and to limit competitions to particular types of
entities, such as State or local educational agencies.

Section 1001(1)(D) of the bill would amend section
10101(d) of the ESEA to authorize such sums as may be
necessary to carry out this part through fiscal year 2005.

Section 1001(1)(E) of the bill would redesignate
section 10101(d) of the ESEA as section 10101(e) and add a
new requirement that each recipient of a grant under this
section to submit a comprehensive evaluation on the
effectiveness of its program in achieving its goals and
objectives, including the impact of the program on
students, teachers, administrators, and parents, to the
Secretary, by the mid-point of the program, and no later
than one year after completion of the program.

Section 1001(2) of the bill would repeal section 10102
of the ESEA.

Section 1001(3) of the bill would make substantial
changes to section 10103 of the ESEA, relating to Character
Education.  It would provide for more funding flexibility
by removing the limit of 10 character education grants per
year and maximum award of $1 million to SEAs, and instead
authorize the Secretary to make up to 5-year grants to
SEAs, LEAs, or consortia of educational agencies for the
design and implementation of character education programs.
These programs would be required to be linked to the
applicant’s overall reform efforts, performance standards,
and activities to improve school climate.  Allowing LEAs
and consortia of educational agencies to apply would
increase flexibility to fund innovative programs in school
districts where the State is not interested in making an
application.

 Sect ion 1001(3) of the bill would also streamline the
application requirements under current law.  The
application would include: (1) a description of any
partnership and other collaborative effort between the
applicant and other educational agencies; (2) a description
of the program’s goals and objectives; (3) a description of
activities to be carried out by the applicant; (4) a
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description of how the programs will be linked to broader
educational reforms being instituted by the applicant and
applicable State and local standards for student
performance; (5) a description of how the applicant will
evaluate its progress in meeting its goals and objectives;
and (6) such other information as the Secretary may
require.

Finally, section 1001(3) of the bill would r equire the
Secretary to make awards that serve different areas of the
Nation, including urban, suburban, and rural areas.

 Section 1001(4) of the bill would redesignate section
10103 of the ESEA, as amended by section 1001(3), as
section 10102, and add a proposed new section 10103 of the
ESEA.  Specifically, proposed new section 10103 ("State and
Local Character Education Program") of the ESEA would
authorize a new program, under which the Secretary could
make awards to SEAs, LEAs, institutions of higher education
(IHEs ), tribal organizations, and other public or private
agencies to carry out research, development, dissemination,
technical assistance, and evaluation activities that
support character education programs under new section
10102 of the ESEA.

Proposed new section 10103(b) of the ESEA would
authorize funds under this section to be used to:
(1) conduct research and development activities; (2)
provide technical assistance to the agencies receiving
awards under the program, particularly on matters of
program evaluation; (3) conduct a national evaluation of
the character education program; and (4) compile and
disseminate information on model character education
programs, character education materials and curricula,
research findings in the area of character education, and
any other information that would be useful to character
education program participants, and to other educators and
administrators, nationwide.

Section 1001(5) of the bill would repeal sections
10104, 10105, 10106, and 10107 of the ESEA.

Section 1002.  Gifted and Talented Children.   Section
1002 of the bill would reauthorize and make minor
improvements to Part B of Title X of the ESEA, which
provides financial assistance to State and local
educational agencies, institutions of higher education, and



X-4

other public and private agencies to build a nationwide
capability in elementary and secondary schools to meet the
special educational needs of gifted and talented students.

Section 1002(1) would make a technical change to the
program’s short title.

Section 1002(2) of the bill would amend section
10204(c) of the ESEA to require the National Center for
Research and Development in the Education of Gifted and
Talented Children to focus the dissemination of the results
of its activities to schools with high percentages of
economically disadvantaged students.  This modification
would help to overcome the Center’s current lack of
targeting on low–income schools and school districts.

Section 1002(3) of the bill would amend section
10206(b) of the ESEA to require the Secretary to use a
peer-review process in reviewing applications under this
part, and ensure that the information on the activities and
results of programs and projects funded under this part is
disseminated to appropriate State and local agencies and
other appropriate organizations.

Section 1002(4) of the bill would amend section 10207
of the ESEA to authorize such sums as may be necessary to
carry out the Gifted and Talented Children program through
fiscal year 2005.

Section 1003.  International Education Exchange.
Section 1003 of the bill would: (1) move the International
Education Exchange program from Title VI of the Goals 2000:
Educate America Act (P.L. 103-227) to Part C of Title X of
the ESEA; (2) authorize the appropriation of such sums as
may be necessary to carry out this program through fiscal
year 2005; and (3) add the Republic of Ireland, Northern
Ireland, and any other emerging democracy in a developing
country to the definition of "eligible country."

 Section 1004.  Arts in Education.   Section 1004 of the
bill would reauthorize and streamline Part D of Title X of
the ESEA, which provides financial assistance to support
education reform by strengthening arts education as an
integral part of the elementary and secondary school
curriculum.
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Section 1004(1) of the bill would strike out the
heading and designation of Subpart 1 of Part D of Title X
of the ESEA.

Section 1004(2)(A) of the bill would amend section
10401(d) of the ESEA by adding a new authorized activity,
model arts and cultural programs in the arts for at-risk
children and youth, particularly programs that use arts and
culture to promote students’ academic progress, to the list
of authorized activities of the Arts in Education program.

Section 1004(2)(B ) of the bill would amend section
10401(f) of the ESEA to authorize the appropriation of such
sums as may be necessary to carry out this part through
fiscal year 2005.

Section 1004(3) of the bill would repeal Subpart 2 of
Part D of Title X of the ESEA.  This subpart has never been
funded, and the addition of the authorized activity in
section 10401(d) of the ESEA, noted above, would provide a
more flexible authorization for projects serving at-risk
children and youth.

Section 1005.  Inexpensive Book Distribution Program.
Section 1005 of the bill would reauthorize without change
Part E of Title X of the ESEA through fiscal year 2005.
This program supports Reading is Fundamental, under which
inexpensive books are distributed to students to motivate
them to read.

Section 1006.  Civic Education.   Section 1006 of the
bill would reauthorize and streamline Part F of Title X of
the ESEA, which authorizes a program to educate students
about the history and principles of the Constitution of the
United States, including the Bill of Rights, and to foster
civic competence and responsibility.

Section 1006 of the bill would repeal the unfunded
instruction in Civics, Government, and the Law program
under section 10602 of the ESEA, authorize the
appropriation of such sums as may be necessary to carry out
this part through fiscal year 2005, and make conforming
changes.
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Section 1007.  Allen J. Ellender Program.    Section
1007 of the bill would repeal Part G of Title X of the
ESEA.

Section 1008.  21st Century Community Learning Centers.
Section 1008 of the bill would reauthorize and improve Part
I of Title X of the ESEA, which authorizes grants to rural
and inner-city public schools to plan, implement, or expand
projects that benefit the educational, health, social
service, cultural, and recreational needs of a rural or
inner-city community.

Section 1008(1) of the bill would amend section 10902
of the ESEA to update the findings.

Section 1008(2)(A) of the bill would amend section
10903(a) of the ESEA by adding language to current law to
clarify that the Secretary may award grants to LEAs  and
community based organizations (CBOs) (with up to 10% of the
funds appropriated to carry out this part for any fiscal
year) on behalf of public elementary or secondary schools
in inner-cities, rural areas, and small cities.  In both
cases, awards would be limited to schools or CBOs that
serve communities with a substantial need for expanded
learning opportunities due to: their high proportion of
low-achieving students; lack of resources to establish or
expand community learning centers; or other needs
consistent with the purposes of this part.

 Section 1008(2)(B) of the bill would retain the
current requirement in section 10903(b) for equitable
distribution among the States and urban and rural areas of
the United States, but would delete the provision requiring
equitable distribution among urban and rural areas of a
State.

Section 1008(2)(C) of the bill would amend section
10903(c) of the ESEA to change the duration of grants
awarded under this part from 3-years to 5-years.

Section 1008(3)(A) of the bill would amend section
10904 of the ESEA to change the eligible applicant for a
grant under this part from a school to an LEA (which would
apply on behalf of one or more schools) or a community-
based organization.  This provision of the bill would also
add a new requirement that the applicant provide
information that it will provide at least 50 percent of the
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cost of the project from other sources, which may include
other Federal funds and may be provided in cash or in kind,
fairly evaluated.  The applicant would also be required to
provide an assurance that in each year of the project, it
will expend, from non-Federal sources, at least as much for
the services under this part as it expended for the
preceding year and information demonstrating how the
applicant will continue the project after completion of the
grant.

Paragraph (3)(B) of section 1008 of the bill would
amend section 10904(b) of the ESEA to require the Secretary
to give priority, in all competitions, to applications that
offer a broad selection of services that address the needs
of the community, and applications that offer significant
expanded learning opportunities for children and youth in
the community.  This provision of the bill would also add a
new requirement
to section 10904 of the ESEA that an application submitted
by a CBO must contain evidence that affected LEAs concur
with the project.

Section 1008(4) of the bill would amend section 10905
of the ESEA to require that applicants provide expanded
learning opportunities and eliminate the requirement that
applicants include at least four of the activities listed
in this section.  Instead, applicants must provide
educational activities and may provide a range of other
services to the community.

 Section 1008(5) of the bill would amend section 10906
of the ESEA to clarify the definition of “community
learning center” as an entity that provides expanded
learning opportunities, and may also provide services that
address health, social service, cultural, and recreational
needs of the community.  It would also add a special rule
to require a community learning center operated by a local
educational agency (but not a CBO) to be located within a
public elementary or secondary school building.

Section 1008(6) of the bill would amend section 10907
of the ESEA to authorize the appropriation of such sums as
may be necessary to carry out this part through fiscal year
2005.

Section 1008(7) of the bill would add a proposed new
section 10908 ("Continuation Awards") to the ESEA that
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would allow the Secretary to use funds appropriated under
this part to make continuation awards for projects that
were funded with fiscal year 1999 and 2000 funds, under the
terms and conditions that applied to the original awards.
This provision would have the effect of allowing the
Department to provide continuous funding for the last year
of 3-year grants made in fiscal year 1998 under the
provisions of current law.

Section 1008(8) of th e bill would redesignate Part I
of Title X of the ESEA as Part G of that title and make
conforming changes.

Section 1009.  Urban and Rural Education Assistance .
Section 1009 of the bill would repeal Part J of Title X of
the ESEA.

Section 1010.  High School Reform.   Section 1010 of
the bill would add a new Part H, High School Reform, to
Title X of the ESEA.

Proposed new section 10801 (“Purposes”) of the ESEA
would state the congressional findings that support this
new program.  Subsection (b) would provide that the
purposes of Part H are to: (1)  support the planning and
implementation of educational reforms in high schools,
particularly in urban and rural high schools that educate
concentrations of students from low-income families;
(2) support the fur ther development of educational reforms,
designed specifically for high schools, that help students
meet challenging State standards, and that increase
connections between students and adults and provide safe
learning environments;  (3)  create positive inc entives for
serious change in high schools, by offering rewards to
participating schools that achieve significant improvements
in student achievement; (4)  increase the national knowledge
base on effective high school reforms by identifying the
most effective approaches and disseminating information on
those approaches so that they can be adopted nationally;
and (5)  support the implementation of reforms in at least
5,000 American high schools by the year 2007.

Proposed new section 10802 (“Grants to Local
Educational Agencies”) of the ESEA would authorize the
Secretary to make competitive grants to LEAs to carry out
the program's purposes in their high schools.  Subsection
(b) would establish a maximum grant period of three years
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for each grant.  Subsection (c) would provide that a
particular high school could not be assisted by more than
one grant.  An LEA could thus serve one or more of its high
schools with one grant and one or more different high
schools with a subsequent grant.

Proposed new section 10803  (“Applications”) of the
ESEA would require an LEA that desires a grant to submit an
application and describe the information that must be
included.

Proposed new section 10804 (“Selection of Grantees”)
of the ESEA would establish the procedures and criteria the
Secretary would use in selecting grantees.

Proposed new section 10805 (“Principles and Components
of Educational Reforms”) of the ESEA would describe the
outcomes that participating high schools are expected to
achieve, and would identify the components of the
educational reforms that would have to be carried out in
those schools in order to attain those outcomes.

Proposed new section 10806 (“Private Schools”) of the
ESEA would provide for the equitable participation of
personnel from private schools in any professional
development carried out with Part H funds.  A grantee that
uses Part H funds to develop curricular materials would
also be required to make information about those materials
available to private schools at their request.

Proposed new section 10807 (“Additional Activities”)
of the ESEA would direct the Secretary to reserve funds
from each year's appropriation for Part H to carry out
certain activities relating to the program's purpose,
including testing the effect of offering financial rewards
to teachers and administrators in high schools if their
students demonstrate significant gains in educational
outcomes.

Proposed new section 10808 (“Definition”) of the ESEA
would define the term "high school" as used in Part H.

Finally, proposed new section 10809 (“Authorization of
Appropriations”) of the ESEA would authorize the
appropriation of such sums as may be necessary for fiscal
years 2001 through 2005 to carry out Part H.



X-10

Section 1011.  Elementary School Foreign Language
Assistance Program.   Section 1011 of the bill would revise
and move the "Foreign Language Assistance Program",
currently in Part B of Title VII of the ESEA, to Title X of
the ESEA, as new Part I.   Proposed new Part I would seek to
expand, improve the quality of, and enhance foreign
language programs at the elementary school level by
supporting State efforts to encourage and support such
programs, local implementation of innovative programs that
meet local needs, and identification and dissemination of
information on best practices in elementary school foreign
language education.

Proposed new section 10901 of the ESEA ("Findings;
Purpose") would set forth the findings and purpose of the
part.

Proposed new section 10902 of the ESEA ("Elementary
School Foreign Language Assistance Program") would
authorize the Elementary School Foreign Language Assistance
Program.  Proposed new section 10902(a) of the ESEA would
authorized the Secretary, from funds appropriated under
subsection (g) for any fiscal year, to make grants to SEAs
and to LEAs for the Federal share of the cost of the
activities set forth in subsection (b).  Each grant under
paragraph (1) would be awarded for a period of three years.

Under proposed new section 10902(a)(3), an SEA could
receive a grant under the section if it: (1) has
established, or is establishing, State standards for
foreign language instruction; or (2) requires the public
elementary schools of the State to provide foreign language
instruction.

Under proposed new section 10902(a)(4), an LEA could
receive a grant under the section if the program in its
application:  (1) shows promise of being continued beyond
the grant period; (2) would demonstrate approaches that can
be disseminated to, and duplicated by, other LEAs;
(3) would include performance measurements and assessment
systems that measure students’ proficiency in a foreign
language; and (4) would use curriculum that is aligned with
State standards, if the State has such standards.

Proposed new section 10902(b)(1) would require that
grants to SEAs  under this section be used to support
programs that promote the implementation of high-quality



X-11

foreign language programs in the elementary schools of the
State, which may include: (1) developing foreign language
standards and assessments that are aligned with those
standards; (2) supporting the efforts of institutions of
higher education within the State to develop programs to
prepare the elementary school foreign language teachers
needed in schools within the State and to recruit
candidates to prepare for, and assume, such teaching
positions; (3) developing new certification requirements
for elementary school foreign language teachers, including
requirements that allow for alternative routes to
certification; (4) providing technical assistance to LEAs
in the State in developing, implementing, or improving
elementary school foreign language programs, including
assistance to ensure effective coordination with, and
transition for students between, elementary, middle, and
secondary schools; (5) disseminating information on
promising or effective practices in elementary school
foreign language instruction, and supporting educator
networks that help improve that instruction;
(6) stimulating the development and dissemination of
information on instructional programs that use educational
technologies and technology applications (including such
technologies and applications as multimedia software, web-
based resources, digital television, and virtual reality
and wireless technologies) to deliver instruction or
professional development, or to assess students’ foreign
language proficiency; and (7) collecting data on and
evaluating the elementary school foreign language programs
in the State and the activities carried out with the grant.

Proposed new section 10902(b)(2) would require that
grants to LEAs under this section be used for activities to
develop and implement high-quality, standards-based
elementary school foreign language programs, which may
include: (1) curriculum development and implementation;
(2) professional development for teachers and other staff;
(3) partnerships with institutions of higher education to
provide for the preparation of the teachers needed to
implement programs under this section; (4) efforts to
coordinate elementary school foreign language instruction
with secondary-level foreign language instruction, and to
provide students with a smooth transition from elementary
to secondary programs; (5) implementation of instructional
approaches that make use of advanced educational
technologies; and (6) collection of data on, and evaluation
of, the activities carried out under the grant, including
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assessment, at regular intervals, of participating
students’ proficiency in the foreign language studied.
Proposed new section 10902(b)(3) would allow efforts under
the fourth LEA activity described above to include support
for the expansion of secondary school instruction, so long
as that instruction is part of an articulated elementary-
through-secondary school foreign language program that is
designed to result in student fluency in a foreign
language.

Proposed new section 10902 (c)(1) would require any SEA
or LEA desiring to receive an grant under this section to
submit an application to the Secretary at such time, in
such form, and containing such information and assurances,
as the Secretary may require.  Each application would be
required to include a description of: (1)  the goals that
the applicant will attempt to accomplish through the
project; (2) the activities to be carried out through the
project; and (3) how the applicant will determine the
extent to which the project meets its goals.

Proposed n ew section 10902(d) would authorize the
Secretary, in awarding grants under this section, to
establish one or more priorities consistent with the
purpose of this part, including priorities for projects
carried out by LEAs  that include immersion programs in
which instruction is in the foreign language for a major
portion of the day or that promote the sequential study of
a foreign language for students, beginning in elementary
schools.

Proposed new section 10902(e) would require an SEA or
LEA that receives a grant under this section to submit to
the Secretary an annual report that provides information on
the project’s progress in reaching its goals.  An LEA that
receives a grant under this section would be required to
include in its report information on students’ gains in
comprehending, speaking, reading and writing a foreign
language, and compare such educational outcomes to the
State’s foreign language standards, if such State standards
exist.

Proposed new section 10902(f) would require that the
Federal share of a program under this section for each
fiscal year be not more than 50 percent.  The Secretary
would be authorized to waive the requirement of cost
sharing for any LEA that the Secretary determines does not
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have adequate resources to pay the non-Federal share of the
cost of the activities assisted under this section.

Proposed new section 10902(g)(1) would authorize
appropriations of such sums as may be necessary for fiscal
year 2001 and for each of the four succeeding fiscal years
for the purpose of carrying out this section.  Proposed new
section 10902(g)(2) would, for any fiscal year, authorize
the Secretary to reserve up to five percent of the amount
appropriated to: (1) conduct independent evaluations of the
activities assisted under this section; (2) provide
technical assistance to recipients of awards under this
section; and (3) disseminate findings and methodologies
from evaluations required by, or funded under, this section
and other information obtained from such programs.

Section 1012.  National Writing Project.   Section 1012
of the bill would reauthorize and improve Part K of Title X
of the ESEA, which authorizes a grant to the National
Writing Project for the improvement of the quality of
student writing and learning, and the teaching of writing
as a learning process.

Section 1012 of the bill would: (1) amend section
10991 of the ESEA to update the findings; (2) amend section
10992 of the ESEA to authorize the Secretary to conduct an
independent evaluation of the National Writing Project
program; (3) authorize the appropriation of such sums as
may be necessary to carry out this program through fiscal
year 2005; and (4) make conforming changes.


